FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

HAND PICKED, VOLUME ONE 

IS A WELL-STOCKED AMERICANA JUKEBOX

-Album features 17 Songs about Dancing, Whiskey, Shootin’, Love, Drugs and God -

SANTA ROSA, CA – January 15, 2007 – The mostly regional bands on “Hand Picked, Volume One” successfully mine the perennial Americana themes of honky-tonk neon, back porch pickin’ and Sunday morning redemption showing that you can be “under the radar” nationally and still have something to say in today’s music. 

Musically, Americana is a big tent and ‘Hand Picked’ reflects that diversity with the likes of Austin swing from geetar player Jim Stringer (Wayne Hancock, Asleep At The Wheel), broke-down love affair honky-tonking from Americana charts hotshot Dave Insley, and bluegrass weirdness from Poor Man’s Whiskey (Strawberry Music Festival, Hardly Strictly Bluegrass Festival.) Two of America’s great steel players, Al Perkins (Jimmy Dale Gilmore, Jim Lauderdale, Flying Burrito Brothers) and Buddy Cage (New Riders of the Purple Sage, Bob Dylan) also make appearances on “Hand Picked.” RL Burnside-flavored southern rock gets a nod from Moonshine Hangover and there’s even a tip of the ole Stetson to the Bee Gees (of all people) from Eagles collaborator Robb Strandlund.

For all the righteous flavor contributed by it’s better known names, the biggest treat on ‘Hand Picked’ may be the southern fried goodies from previously overlooked/under-appreciated talent. ‘Hand Picked’ producer David Lewis especially enjoys the stylistic freedom of the Americana genre. “The musical diversity is one of the things that makes this music fun.” For example, Lewis discovered Moe-D, a band from Cameron, Louisiana while pursuing his love of Cajun music. “Well, yeah, they are as Cajun as you can get… but that doesn’t stop them from being real-deal honky-tonk as well.” 

‘Hand Picked’ reflects the kind of roots country smorgasbord that made KFAT, the now legendary radio station in Gilroy, California, so popular with its faithful listeners. Lewis has made a concentrated effort to maintain those same programming values with this cd. Hot picking, clever lyrics and sweet harmonies are mixed with an irreverent sense of fun. In fact, one of the choice cuts on the cd received its only airplay to date 25 years ago on KFAT. A studio out-take cassette of Robb Strandlund’s cover of ‘Stayin’ Alive’ wound up being a KFAT staple even though the project was never picked up by any record label. Lewis and Strandlund dug the old master out of a closet and remastered the song to get it up to modern production values so it could be included on ‘Hand Picked.’ 

‘Hand Picked, Volume One’ is Twang Brand Music’s first compilation and is available at TwangBrand.com. Volume Two is scheduled for a Fall of 2007 release and there is a Cajun/Zydeco compilation in the works as well.
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For further information and/or art, contact David Lewis at Twang Brand Music

more production info and extensive band bios are also available
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